Giraffes Can't Dance

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 1: Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and
understanding by becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional
tales, retelling them and considering their particular characteristics

Differentiation for Challenge Activity:

Section A Drawing pictures to show understanding of the text
Section B Match rhyming words from the story

Tick words to describe Gerald and his feelings

True and false questions

More Whole Class Guided Reading resources.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it here.
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Giraffes Can't Dance
Teacher Version

Page 1
S: (Q10) What words describe Gerald on the first page? Tall; long, slim neck; bandy

knees; thin legs

Page 2
D: (Q5) What is Gerald good at? Standing still and munching shoots off trees.

Page 5
E: (Q1) What is Gerald really very bad at? Dancing

M: (Q14) Why did Gerald feel sad about the dance? Because he wasn’t very good at
dancing, and he had to dance in front of all the other animals.

S: (Q11) What other words could describe how Gerald might have been feeling about
the dance? Suitable adjective such as; nervous, anxious, scared, or embarrassed

Page 6 — 9

D: (Q6) What dances did the different animals do at the dance?
Warthogs — waltzing

Rhinos — rock and rolled

Lions — tangoed

Chimps — cha-cha

Baboons — Scottish reel.

Page 10 — 11

D: (Q7) What did the animals do when it was his turn to dance? The animals were
unkind, they roared and sneered. They said unkind things, like he can’t dance and he’s
weird.

M: (Q15) What does ‘swallowed bravely mean? It means that because he was
nervous, he swallowed to try and make himself feel braver and take the lump out of
his throat.

Page 12 — 13
S: (Q12) How did Gerald feel when he went home? He felt sad, alone and
embarrassed.

D: (Q8) What do you think the other animals should have done, instead of being
unkind to Gerald? An answer along the lines of; they should have been kind.
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Page 15
E: (Q2) What did the cricket say to Gerald to make him feel better? Sometimes
people need different songs to dance to.

He meant that not everyone is good at the
same things.

S: (Q13) Can the cricket’s advice be used for other situations? Yes, it can be used for
anything, because not everyone is good at the same things.

Page 18 — 23
D: (Q9) How do you think Gerald felt when he started to dance? Adjectives such as;
happy, excited, overjoyed.

Page 24 — 26
E: (Q3) Why were the other animals surprised? Because at the beginning of the story
Gerald wasn’t good at dancing, and at the end, he is really good.

Whole book after reading

E: (Q4) Find the words in the story that rhyme with these words:
trees — knees

dance — prance

sad — bad

rolled — bold

floor — roar
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Giraffes Can’'t Dance
Comprehension

Section A

1. What is Gerald really very bad at?

2. What did the cricket say to Gerald to make him feel better?

3. Why were the other animals surprised at the end?

4. Find the words in the story that rhyme with these words:

trees

dance

sad

rolled

floor
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Section B

5. What is Gerald good at doing at the start of the story? (C2)

6. What dances did the different animals do at the dance? (C2)

Warthogs
Rhinos

Lions

Chimps

Baboons

7. What did the animals do when it was Gerald’s turn to dance? (C2)

8. What do you think the other animals should have done, instead of being
unkind to Gerald? (R2)

9. How do you think Gerald felt when he started to dance? (P3/1d)
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Section C

10. What words describe Gerald on the first page? (T2/1b)

11. What other words could describe how Gerald might have been feeling
about his dancing? (C1/1a)

12. How did Gerald feel when he went home? (P3/1d)

13. Can the cricket’s advice be used for other situations? (P1)
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Section D

14. Why did Gerald feel sad about the dance? (P3/1d)

15. What does ‘swallowed bravely’ mean? (C1/1a)

16. What does the cricket mean by needing a different song? (P3/1d)
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Giraffes Can’'t Dance
Challenge Activity

Section A

In the boxes below, write or draw something that Gerald is good at, and
something he isn't good at, at the beginning of the story.

Gerald is good at: Gerald isn’t very good at:

Section B

Match the words that rhyme.

1. sad a. sigh

2. sky b. cried
3. trees c. bad
4. wide d. love
5. above e. breeze
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Giraffes Can’'t Dance
Challenge Activity

Section C

Which word would best describe Gerald? Tick one.

athletic clumsy

small stripy

Which other word could you use to describe how Gerald might feel when
he was dancing at the Jungle Dance? Tick two.

worried happy
excited scared
Section D

Tick to show if the statement is true or false.

true false

The lion helped Gerald learn to dance.

The animals were kind to Gerald at the beginning.

The warthogs did a waltz.

The cricket played a violin.
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Giraffes Can’'t Dance
Challenge Activity

Section A

In the boxes below, write or draw something that Gerald is good at, and
something he isn't good at, at the beginning of the story.

Gerald is good at: Gerald isn’t very good at:

A picture showing Gerald standing | A picture showing Gerald dancing.
still and eating shoots off trees.

Section B

Match the words that rhyme.

1. sad a. sigh
2. sky b. cried
3. trees c. bad
4. wide d. love
5. above e. breeze
1c 2a 3e 4b 5d
classroomsecrets.com

@Clnmssnmnsnems Liited 2017 Giraffes Can’t Dance — Challenge Activity ANSWERS



Giraffes Can’'t Dance
Challenge Activity

Section C

Which word would best describe Gerald? Tick one.

athletic clumsy v

small stripy

Which other word could you use to describe how Gerald might feel when
he was dancing at the Jungle Dance? Tick two.

worried v happy
excited scared v
Section D

Tick to show if the statement is true or false.

true false
The lion helped Gerald learn to dance. v
The animals were kind to Gerald at the beginning. v

The warthogs did a waltz.

The cricket played a violin.
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Whole Class Guided Reading — Teaching Guide

* Give each pair a copy of the book to read individually or as a whole class.

* The teacher should use the teacher version. It tells you where to pause after each page and
provides questions for you to ask. The colours refer to our levels so that you can direct specific
questions at specific students (their version does not have these colours or show them which is
mastery, etc.). The questions are also numbered in the order they appear on the comprehension
sheet.

Beginner — (Red)
Easy — (Blue)
Tricky — (Orange)
Expert — (Green)

* The children can record their answers to the questions at the end of the shared read/discussion or
in a different session by using the comprehension sheet. The questions have been re-grouped into
abilities so that you can assign sections to specific children.

Section A — Beginner
Section B — Easy
Section C — Tricky
Section D — Expert
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